Transcript for School Rep Question Time Panel Debate

School Rep Candidates (STech, LSSC & SAS)

Alex- Hello and welcome to the University of Wolverhampton Students’ Union debate for elections 2011-12. Today we’re going to be debating with candidates for the School Rep positions and here are the candidates
Thipun- Hello I’m Thipun De Mel and I’ll be running for the School of Technology- for the Engineering section

Dan - Hello my name’s Dan Batchelor and I’ll be running for the LSSC Undergrad School Rep- Humanities position

Shamsa - Hi I’m Shamsa and I’m running for the SAS undergraduate position.

Alex- Ok on to our first question and the first one will be going to Daniel Batchelor and the question is what do you foresee as the biggest problems and issues for your school

Dan - Well it’s quite an interesting question. I’d say for the past year we did see the change in the modules from 15 to 20 credits and obviously we have 2 year long modules. So I’d say that was a big issue for the past year was how students dealt with the increase in credits for each module and there were a few issues which I think a few students had in regards to choice with their modules.
Alex- Ok. Thipun, what about in your school?

Thipun- actually in my school there is a lack of communication between the students and the management because students have issues with the modules and they are relative issues but very close (speech becomes inaudible) people with management, so I feel there is a communication gap, so I think we should improve communication in the School of STech I guess.
Alex- Ok Shamsa what would you say the biggest issues and problems in your school?
Shamsa- in the school of applied sciences I believe there are two key issues, one is placements, students who do science always look for a placement to develop there career skills and at present there’s no real way to get a placement that is made available to students or advertised correctly. And the second thing is the students have an opportunity to make an appointment with lecturers through a system called SAMS, now that’s sometimes ineffective if they don’t have 24 hour notice for making appointments with lecturers they can not make it, when emergencies happen, students are unable to connect with lecturers.
Alex Ok, next question, we’ll be starting with Thipun, the candidate for STech Engineering Undergrad School Rep and your question is, how will you address the diverse needs of the students in your school?

Thipun- Well that is a good question, I feel in my School there is a lot of International Students who are studying in my school of engineering, so there will be a lot of diverse people who are starting in the section, so each individual people who are coming from each part of the world and locals as well, they have their own problems with their studies, so I was thinking that the people who have the problems so they can bring there matters to the School Rep here and we can deliver it to the board of student council as well as the management, so when they are taking decisions it will be very suitable for them to take a proposition on the information that we are getting from the different kind of people from every part of the world.
Alex- Dan, how would you address the diverse needs of the students in LSSC?
Dan- Well with my school we have a lot of international students but also the school includes the deaf studies, so students within this school who have got problems with regards to hearing difficulties. A good friend of mine, Kam Deo, he’s a student in the second year of this course, in regards to these students, I’ll be using Kam to help me out in these instances. In regards to these students who are coming from overseas I’ll always try my best to make myself available to these people and also those from smaller communities and ethnic minorities and make sure I’m always there and there’s no discrimination going on or prejudice to these people. 

Alex- And Shamsa. How would you address the diverse needs of students in the School of Applied Sciences?
Shamsa- In the School of Applied Sciences we often have a lot of practical based sessions and sometimes students with disabilities or impairment are unable to access them, so I would try and set up a system where there is a system which forewarning for their lecturer for practicals who can assist with the transition
Alex- Ok, question number 3. We’ll be going to our candidate for SAS School Rep, Shamsa, and the question is, how will you promote your role to students and staff in your school?
Shamsa-I think to promote my role is very important, the more people I know will obviously benefit highly from the whole experience. I’m thinking of promoting my role by having a regular council meeting where we all come together and discuss issues and also give my University email address out to make me accessible and hold a help clinic once a month that will aid all students.
Alex- fantastic, once again that question to Daniel our LSSC Rep

Dan- I agree, it’s about making yourself known to the students, I think I’ll try and make myself known to the Course Reps, because they’re the initial point of contact from the students’ point of view, but I will also make myself available, make my name known amongst the students of the different schools, I’ll try to get my email round. I like the idea my colleague came up with, a monthly meeting make it available for the students within School to turn up and pass the issues over to myself.
Alex- That question again to Thipun, our candidate for STech

Thipun- What I was thinking was to promote myself in STech using the School/University website, which goes under every School. It will be every people who get the information, proper information from the website, who this person will be representing, as well as the course reps elected (speech becomes inaudible) different courses running on, every section has different course reps. I’ll be having good communication with them and they’ll be an individual link to all the people there, so through that way I can build a good network in the University which will improve communication.
Alex- Ok on to our next question. It will be going to Dan Batchelor, candidate for LSSC School Rep. Dan, what experience makes you believe you would be the best candidate for the position of School Rep?
Dan- I left school at 16 and like a lot of mature students I worked for 12 years and in the latter part for my career before coming to University,  I used to work in a corporate environment, working with senior management teams at director level in those kind of meetings. So, I feel I can represent students issues in these meetings that Reps go to and not feel intimidated by atmosphere and present the ideas given by my fellow students.
Alex- And the same question to Thipun

Thipun- (speech begins inaudible) I have studied in 3 different countries on my programme, during that time I have been School Rep to a lot of subjects and been a committee member representing my related field and being an international students officer for the University of Malaysia, so when I consider all the factor I have represented all the fields, I have experience and the background and I have capabilities, I have learnt to develop my capabilities over here as well to improve STech to make it a better place
Alex- Shamsa what experience would you say makes you the best candidate for the role of School Rep of School of Applied Science?
Shamsa- I think it’s crucial to have experience dealing with students and working alongside students. Recently I’ve held a role as empire mentor which is where I am liaising with students and also with heads of schools and faculty heads, so it’s important so I can multi-task on both levels to be both understanding and sympathetic to the students point of view but also get their point of view and listen to the senior members of staff and communicate between the two effectively so that provides a wealth of experience that I can possibly bring into the role of a rep.
Alex- For our final question, Shamsa, if you could be a farm yard animal, what would you be and why?

Shamsa-  OK, bit of a strange question but I’d go for a sheep because they’re subtly in the background but they’re always observing and walking and wondering around, seeing everything but they’re quite quiet and get on with what they’re doing.
Alex- and that question to Thipun if you could be a farm yard animal what you would be and why?

Thipun- Quite surprising but anyway… I would like to be a lion in the farmyard to control the people but not in an interesting manner, just to be with them, to be proud and to keep control of them as well.
Alex- And to Dan, if you could be a farm yard animal what would you be and why?

Dan- Obviously it’s an important question which students will need to know the answer to but I’ll go for a cow, because they’re the same size as me and it seems like a good quality of life.

Alex- Ok, thank you that’s fantastic, I’m sure the answer to the final question will be heavily influential in your decision and your vote. Thank you for watching. If you could share your details with the Students’ Union and register with our website so you are able to vote that would be fantastic and voting takes place online from Monday 4th to Thursday 7th April. Thank you and goodbye!
