Transcript for Activities VP Question Time Panel Debate

Neil- Hello and welcome to another of our Students’ Union election panel sessions, today for Activities Vice President. We’re joined today by 3 of the candidates who are running in the election for that position. We’ll start on my right hand side and they can introduce themselves.

Elizabeth- Hello I’m Elizabeth Thomas

Elly- Hello I’m Elly Traina

Ivan- Hello I’m Ivan Damyanov

Neil- And now we’ll crack on with the questions, we’ll start first on my right with you Elizabeth. Which should be given priority within Students’ Union budgets; sports for elite students or mass-participation sports?  
Elizabeth- Neither should get priority; there should be an equal distribution for both.

Neil- Elly, same question.
Elly- There’s no point in giving the budget  more to one person than another; obviously you would have a balance between both.

Ivan- I totally agree, I believe the other two have explored the question. 

Neil- ok but let’s say elite sport cost significantly more than participation sport and probably takes up a larger chunk of a budget, how do you think that should be distributed?

Elizabeth- Just because they are elite sport players doesn’t mean that recreational players doing recreational sport shouldn’t have the same enjoyment, to get the same out of the SU. I think each student should get equal amounts from the SU.

Elly- We should always push for more student participation in sport and things, so it’s not always fair to give it to just one team or one elite group or something.

Ivan- Every student pay tuition fees and that benefits elite sport, maybe recreational sports should get more money from them, more opportunities from them. The elite sports are few and recreation affects a lot. So they should split it more for the students I think.
Neil- Ok, moving on to the second question. We’ll start with you this time Elly. As Activities Vice President, how will you manage to balance between sports and societies?

Elly- That’s dedicating my time between both of them so obviously, make up a schedule, and allocate time for both and make sure that in the week or obviously alongside other meetings and stuff I have for both of them. So it’s just a balance, obviously, that you have to work out once you get into office.

Neil- And Ivan?
Ivan- For me I would take a sample and see how much time it takes for the two parts, and allocate various timings for the next period of activities. 
Neil- Elizabeth?

Elizabeth- Again it’s just a matter of allocating time, the societies and sports and for volunteering.

Neil- On to the next question, we’ll start with you this time Ivan. How would you increase participation in Students’ Union events?

Ivan- By marketing more SU events and by word of mouth basically, which is the best promotion. That will increase the student number as well as making a survey of what students want and making events that are equal to what they want.
Neil- Elizabeth, same question?
Elizabeth- I think we need more recreational sports to get students involved in sporting for everybody, not just sport for the elite. We need to find out why students aren’t coming to our events in the evenings, and maybe if it’s not the event they want try and find out what students want, then give them what they want.

Neil- Elly?

Elly- Obviously to increase student participation you need to find out what they want, not what we think is better for them. So obviously, the best way to do that is to get out there, speak to them 1-2-1 and just get out there and find a suitable time when loads of students are at university. So you have an adequate number of people, like, you know, filling out questionnaires or feeding in on facebook or through the Students’ Union website, through Course Reps who can send them emails that they can pass on to their courses and everything. It is just getting out there and obviously having direct contact with students.

Neil- Moving on to our 4th question, we’ll go first to Elizabeth. What positive changes are you hoping to bring to the university sports programme? 

Elizabeth- I’d like to bring in more recreational sport, bring them in, get sporting involved for everybody, not just the elite people.

Neil- Elly?

Elly- More recognition for the Athletic Union because obviously it’s not very well known because, it’s just known in Walsall and a lot of people stay in City. And obviously more sports for more people at times they maybe want.

Neil- Ivan?

Ivan- Well, just striking a relationship between the elite and the students, as well for recreation sports. Strengthening the bond between the two.

Neil- A slightly more personal question this time. What experience are you bringing to the role of Activities VP?

Elly- Second year I was a Best Mate, and from that I also became a volunteer for the Students’ Union. Then with my Third year I am currently the part-time Events and Activities Officer so I have a lot of experience of working with the students, and how the Union works, and what things are good, and what things may not have worked in the past and maybe we can try again. So I have a background with the SU.

Neil- Ivan?

Ivan- Maybe my back ground isn’t as strong as Elly but I work part-time in Firewalker gym, a local fitness club, which does Thai boxing classes and spin classes. I’ve also been one of the co-founders of one of the societies, CHARGE society, which was a winner last year for employability in the university. I have organised a charity event in the Mander Centre, last year,  with second year students and we raised £360 for charity, and that’s it basically. I put everything into practice and that’s what experience I can bring to the position.

Neil- and Elizabeth?

Elizabeth- Well I’m an events management student, as you can imagine events is my forte. But I’ve got involved in the SU last year, organised such events as a fashion week. I’ve got involved in volunteering, doing Green Week; I’m currently a representative for the Students’ Union as well so I’ve got lots of experience in the Students’ Union.

Neil- Our final question just to round up and finish off and I think it’s your turn Elly this time. If you could have a super power, what power would it be and why?

Elly- Ooo erm I’d probably have,like, stopping time or something. So like I had time to do loads of things and get everything done and start back, and stop it again, when I want.

Neil- Thank you, Ivan if you had a super power?

Ivan- I would like to be able to turn back time and fix problems and make changes.

Neil- and Elizabeth?

Elizabeth- I think I would fly so that I wouldn’t have to go on buses anymore.

Neil- Excellent! So that’s the end of the debate with our candidates for the position of Activities Vice President. Please get involved with the elections, register your details online. Share your details with the Union through e:Vision if you haven’t done that. Please make sure you do vote, voting is between the 4th and 7th of April online at www.wolvesunion.org  
